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| PREFACE. 


nn Apprehend it a Truth acknowledged 
E 6 by all, that the Deſign of God in 
creating Man, was not only for 
him to worſhip and adore his Ma- 
ker, but to be allo a uſeful ſocial 
=o Creature, and by an honeſt Induſtry 
| in 1 tilling and cultivating the Earth, in carrying on 
| Trade and Commerce, in the Improvement of 
| Knowledge, Arts, and Sciences; to promote the 
} mutual Benefit and Advantage of Society, without 
which Mankind would be deſtitute of all Neceſſa- 
ries and Conveniencies of Life, and be in Reality 
the moſt miſerable of all the Creation, But if 
God requires theſe Duties of Men, and in the ho- 
neft and faithful Performance of which he is alfa 
ſerving his Creator, as well as benefiting his Fel- 
Jow-Creatures; how then can be reconciled there- 
with, ſuch daily Faſting, Praying, frequent Preach- 
ing, and ſtrict Auſterities of Life, as our Modern 
g — Relivious, t the ſanctified Mr. Whitfield and his Pro- 
| ſelytes, do it ſeems practiſe themſelves, and re- 
commend to others ? 
As God thought proper to appoint but one Day 
- 1n ſeven, to be dedicated to his own more imme- 
diate Service; how preſumptuous mult it be, for 
AJ any 


- "tt 
any to alter the Rule and Order of the cv and 


wiſe Governor of the World, by taking from their 
Labour the Induſtrious and Diligently-employed, 
two or three Hours ina Day, (perhaps more) to at- 


tend on Prayer and Preaching? For the Time can- 
not be leſs in going to hear, and returning from 
him. If this is not to be righteous over-much, yet 
we may reaſonably. ſuppoſe God will ſay to ſuch, 
who bath required theſe Things at your Hands? And 
if there are ſo many Thouſands as is reported, that 


daily reſort to hear this pretended zew Light to 


Mankind; what Loſs muſt this occaſion to Multi- 
tudes of People, by Neglect of Buſineſs to ſome, 
and a Diminution of an honeſt Profit to others, 
neceſſary for the Maintenance and Support of their 
Families? Nor is this religious Practice, this York 


of Supererogation, only detrimental and injurious to 
Trade and Buſineſs, as giving great Interruption 


thereto; but it naturally tends to conſume the 


Subſtance of thoſe who follow him, by needleſs 


Expences occaſioned by ſuch Attendances, But 
the more fatal Conſequence incident to the Meeting 
of ſo great a Number of People, is, their aſſem- 
bling ſo early on the Sabbath-day, to hear this new 
ſpiritual Guide; becauſe a ſtrong Temptation offers 
for the greater Part to ſpend the reſt of the Day 
in Rioting and Drunkenneſs, rather than return 
to their Home, or go to Church. Some may ſay, 
come let us drink together before we part, and one 
Pot drives down another, till they are intoxicated, 
and unfit for any Thing. Others thinking it too 
ſoon to return home, will be inclined to divert 
themſelves with a Walk, which takes off their 
Minds from attending divine Worſhip at regular 
Hours, and no doubt frequently draws them into 
Expences, to the great Lols and Detriment of theip 
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. (3. 
Families. This is ſo natural in itſelf, that it can 
be no Breach of Charity to believe it very true, 

But would People be perſuaded to follow an ho- 
neſt Calling with Diligence and Integrity, they are 
as much ſerving their Maker in ſo doing, as when 
praying unto him, and hearing his Word: This 
being the Performance of a neceſſary Duty, and 
one great End and Deſign of their Creation. And 
if all do but carefully diſcharge this Part of their 
Duty, ſay their Prayers Morning and Evening, 
and religiouſly obſerve one Day in ſeven, by wor- 


ſhipping God in publick and private, hearing and 


reading his holy Word, and living a Life ſuitable 
thereto ; none need doubt of their ſpiritual State; 
nay, ſuch may be aſſured, they are in a ſafe. Con- 


dition, that they lead a true Chriſtian Life, and 


are more real Diſciples of Chriſt, than thoſe that 
neglect the Buſineſs of their Calling, ſchiſmatically 
to follow every Day, this new giddy Teacher, 
who is enough to ſurfeit People with, and prejudice 
them againſt all Religion, to frighten them from, 
inſtead of bringing them to Heaven. | | 

It might therefore be wiſhed, that this modern Re- 
ligious, this Perſon of great Sanctity, and more pe- 
culiar Holineſs, would ſeriouſly conſider, how 
much his diurnal aerial preaching, and new Me- 


thod of recommending practical Religion, tends to 


injure publick Society, and private Families; to 
deſtroy Trade and Commerce; to occaſion Riot 
and Drunkenneſs, Lewdneſs and Extravagancy, 
by interrupting the Hand of the Diligent and In- 
duſtrious; and inſtead of promoting true Religion, 
ſincere and unaffected Piety, by recommending 
ſevere Auſterities, {crupulous Niceties, and erro- 
neous Notions, to drive ſome to Deſpair, and de- 
ter others from embracing the Religion of our 
bleſſed Saviour, whoſe Mays are Ways of * 

Ee 7 | neſs, 


(6) 
neſs, and all her Paths are Peace; whoſe Toke is 
| eaſy, and whoſe Burden is light, in Compariſon of 
what this itinerant methodical Teacher would im- 
poſe on his Diſciples. A Specimen of whoſe No- 
tions in Religion, may be collected from the Ac- 
count given of his own Life when at Briſtol, at- 
teſted, by himſelf ; which I thought proper to tran- 
ſcribe, in order to make a few Obſervations there 
on. It runs thus: | 1 50 
„ Before I went to the Univerſity, I led, as I 
_< thought, a very religious Life, I conſtantly at- 
£6 tended the publick Service of the Church, re- 
< ceived the Sacrament, gave Alms, faſted fre- 
© quently ſix and thirty Hours; and in ſhort, prac- 
«© tiſed every moral and Chriſtian Duty, inſomuch 
that all that knew me, looked upon me as a 
« Saint, I then went to the Univerſity, where I 
«+ began my Studies in the uſual Manner, apply- 
« ing myſelf to the mathematick and claſſical _ 
„Learning; and as God has given me a fruit- 
ful Genius, a ready Wit, and a great Sagacity, 
& the College conceived great Hopes of my mak- 
ing a pretty Scholar, I alſo dedicated proper 
«« Seaſons to the reading of the Sermons of the beit 
„ Divines, Sharp, South, Calamy, and fome of 
*© Tillotſon's I have read ſince ; Mr. Weſley has read 
him more; but his Works I now look on only 
c as a Syſtem of moral Ethicks, but think he knew 
e no more of Chriſtianity than Mabomet. During 
de this Time, I knew nothing of true Chriſtianity, 
«« nor was I informed what it was, till I had read 
<< a Book, entitled, The Life of God in the Soul of 
« Mar, a Book worth its Weight in Gold. I now 
“began to ſee the Neceſſity of a new Birth, and 
& immediately changed my Manner of Lite; and 
as I had before made the dry Sciences the chief 
* of my Study, I now applied myſelt wholly 
6+ the 
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(7) 

the Scriptures, and read other Books only by 
the bye. The College ſeeing my Courſe of Life 
thus changed, began to deſpair of me as a Perſon 
diſordered in my Senſes, For two Years I un- 
derwent a Series of Temptations, and continual 
Buffetings of the Devil, which have in a high 
Degree qualified me for the miniſterial Office, 
in that I have experimentally tried all Things, 
and have ſuffered every Sort of Temptation, 
can ſuit my Advice to the different States and 
Conditions of other People's Souls, not to men- 
tion my being better qualified than other People 
for the compoſing my Sermons, for I never 

preached any thing but what I have experimen- 
tally felt; and whereas other People are forced 
to plod and rack their Brains whole Weeks in 
compiling a Diſcourſe, I am enabled ro compile 

as faſt as I can write,” ? „ 
Mr. Whitefield farther affirms, That the Holy 
Ghoſt firſt appeals to the Underſtanding, then 


_ over=rules the Will; that its Experiences are not 
to be deſcribed to an unregenerate Perſon, any 


more than Colours to a Man born blind.” 
G. Whitefield. 


What a Mixture is here of Enthuſiaſm, and pre- 


ſumptuous Self- Arrogance ? If he conſtantly at- 
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tended the publick Service of the Church, re- 
ceived the Sacrament, gave Alms, faſted fre- 
quently ſix and thirty Hours, practiſed every 
moral! and Chriſtian Duty, inſomuch that all 
looked on him as a Saint, and all this while he 
knew noching of Chriſtianity,” (for as yet“ he 


only began to ſee the Neceſſity of a new Birth, 


cc 


and was o to change his Manner of Life“; 


not belig all this Time it ſeems regenerate and new 
born) If ſo ſtrict and religious a Life was not e- 


nough 
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(8) 


'nough to denominate him a Chriſtian, to prove 


him regenerate and born again, or in other 


Words, ſufficient to qualify him for the Kingdom 
of Heaven; where will the leſs pious, the poor, 
ſincere Diſciples of Chriſt appear? much more the 
Wicked and Ungodly ? But what ſtrange Doc- 


trine does this Babbler teach? How much ſtraiter 


does he make the Gate to eternal Glory, than did 
our bleſſed Saviour in the Goſpel ? and is not this 


preaching a new Goſpel, without producing his 
Credentials, or giving the leaſt Proof and Evidence 


of his divine Miſſion ? Which could he do, ſome- 
thing might be ſaid in his Favour. For in what 
Part of the Goſpel of Chriſt, does our Saviour re- 
quire ſuch Things of any one? And if Mr, Vbite- 
Feld thinks ſo rigid and ſevere Religion abſolutely 
neceſſary for himſelf to practiſe, in order to obtain 
everlaſting Salvation; he muſt alſo believe the 
ſame to be equally indiſpenſable on all others. And 
how muſt this make hem deſpond, who perhaps 


have lived fomething like himſelf; (I mean before 


he had changed his Courſe of Life 3) and that his 


College began to deſpair of him, as a Perſon diſ- 
ordered in his Senſes; which in all Appearance 


was a good Chriſtian Life? How muſt it frighten 
others from the Belief and Practice of all Religion, 
as ſuppoſing itto be an intolerable Burden, a Thing 
impracticable? What Encouragement will this 
give to Deiſts, to perſevere in their Infidelity, and 
to reject that Goſpel of Chri/t, which this wonder- 
fully illuminated, this wvould-be-thought divinely 
infpired Teacher, pretends to recommend ; but to 
be underſtood, as he would have it, after a more 
ſpiritual Manner, than the bleſſed Author himſelf 
didever intend, 


Again, 
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Again, his Arrogancy and monſtrous Preſump- 
tion appear, in aſperſing the Memory of our im- 
mortal Tillotſon, one of the greateſt Champions and 
moſt able Defenders of the Chriſtian and Proteſtant 
Religion, that the Church of England was ever 
bleſſed with; accuſing him of perfect Ignorance in 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, nay, to know no more of 
true Chriſtianity than Mahomet. This, I con- 
feſs, is one Inſtance of his having a fruitful Genius, 
and ready Wit, for Oſtentation and Self-conceited- 
neſs, but not of great Sagacity; his own vain-glo- 
rious and immodeſt Character of himſelf. But 
however he has attempted to diminiſh and eclipſe 
the Character of that true Chriſtian Biſhop, yet his 
Reputation was before ſo well eſtabliſhed, as to 


render his Name venerable to all for Piety, good 


Senſe, and Learning, and will remain ſo to the 
lateſt Poſterity ; when this Lyſtart will be buried 
in Oblivion, or only remembered as a vain arro- 


gant Perſon, and remarkably fo, for arraigning ſo 


great a Prelate, that has done ſuch Service to the 
Chriſtian Religion; the very Reflection on whom 
cannot but raiſe the Value of his Works, and tend 
greatly to debaſe this bold Detractor. 

Mr. Whitefield, in the above Abſtract of his Faith 
and moſt holy Life, affirms, ** that the Experiences 
of the Holy Ghoſt are not to be deſcribed to 
an unregenerate Perſon, any more than Colours 
«© to a Man born blind.” Let me then ask him, 
by what Mark or Sign a Perſon may know whe- 
ther he may be regenerate? If a Man «+ conſtantly 


*© attends the publickServyice of the Church, receives 


the Sacrament, gives Alms, faſts frequently fix 
and thirty Hours at a Time, and practiſes every 
moral and Chriſtian Duty,” it might be ima- 
gined, that ſo religious a Perſon had Reaſon to 
think himſelf regenerate, and a Favourite of Hea- 
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[1] 
ven; and yet, alas! according to Mr; Whitefeld's 
Account of his own State, ſuch an one is neither 
a true Chriſtian, nor regenerate, No, not tho? 
all this outward Practice of Religion is the Effect 
of an inward Perſuaſion, that he is at the ſame 
Time a ſincere Chriſtian and regenerate Perſon. 


For doubtleſs Mr. Whitefield believed this of 


himſelf, when he thought he led a very religious 


Life, in the Manner before related by him ; and : 


yet, it ſeems, after all this, heat laſt found himſelf 
unregenerate, and began even then, to ſee the Ne- 


ceſſity of a new Birth. Regeneration then, accord- 


ing to Mr. Jhitefield's Senſe and Meaning, cannot 
really be eſſential or neceſſary to Salvation. My 


Reaſon is, becauſe it is impoſſible for a Man to 
know when he 1s regenerate. For he may lead 
the religious Life above deſcribed ; ſuppoſe himſelf 
a good Chriſtian, and in a State of Salvation ; and 


yet all the Time know nothing of Chriſtianity, but 


| be ſtil] unregenerate, and under a Neceſlity of be- 
Ing new born. 
I proceed to obſerve ſome other romantick and 


abſurd Whimſies of theſe nerv Reformers, that are 
to be found in a Confeſſion drawn up for 'the Uſe 
of the Women Methodiſts. * Merely to mention a 
tew of the Queſtions propoſed to every one before 
ſhe is admitted, will be ſufficient, without remark- 
ing thereon, to expoſe the Folly and Impertinency 
of them : As, Have you the Witneſs of God's 

« Spirit within you, that you are a Child of God? 
«© Have you the Forgiveneſs of your Sins? Do 
“you ſee yourſelf a loſt Sinner? Do you know 
e you deſerve to be damned? Do you deſpair of 
de being ſaved, either by your own Works, or by 
e your own Righteouſneis, and hope for Forgive- 


* Miſcel, May 12. 
nels 


** 
A 
* 
5 
3 
8 
—1 
55 
* oY 
FG 
4 
4 
4 
K 


[ 271 ] 


< neſs of Sins and Juſtification, only thro? a liv- 


& ing Faith in Chriſt Feſus? Are you in Love? 
6 Do you take more Pleaſure in any Body than in 
* God? Whom do you love juſt now, better than 
« any other Perſon in the World? Does any court 
* you? ls there any one who ſhews you more Re- 
<6 ſpect than to other Women? Are not you pleated 
& with that? How do you like him? How do 


0 


you feel yourſelf when he comes, when he ſtays, 


«© when he goes away? | The laſt eight Queſtions 
are to be asked as often as Occaſion offers; and 
at every Meeting theſe following:: What 
„ known Sin have you committed ſince our laſt 
«© Meeting? What have you ſaid, thought, or 
* done, of which you doubt whether it may be 


„a Sin? What Temptations have you felt?“ 


I believe enough is cited to ſatiate any ſerious truly 
religious Perſon with ſuch ludicrous inſipid Stuff. 
And yet this is the Man of Piety and profound 
Sanctity, of ready Wit and great Sagacity, who is 
going to propagate his abſurd irrational Notions, 
in a World that is intended to be new peopled, 
and where Chriſtianity is deſigned to be eſtabliſhed. 
A moſt excellent Perſon for ſuch an Enterprize! 
But J fincerely wiſh that Providence may ſome 
way interpoſe, to prevent his Intention, And if 
there is no Method to be found, that can hinder 
his doing Miſchief among us at home; yet let him 


rather ſtay here, than have Power to do it in 


Places abroad, where there are not Perſons capa- 
ble of reſiſting his Attempts, and expoſing his 
Deſigns. For how fatal muſt it prove, ſhould 
his erroneous Notions prevail, in a Country that 
is going to be new inhabited; which from the 
Nature of the Deſign, will require Perſons en- 
dued with diligent and induſtrious Inclinations, 
and many Hands to be conſtantly employed? 

| B 2 And 


—— ————— — 


[12] 


And as the Method of practiſing Religion, 


recommended by this new ſpiritual Light, is at- 


tended with many Inconveniences, and real 


Evils, deſtructive to Civil Society, and the true 


Chriſtian Religion; ſo are there ſome Doctrines 
advanced by him of a very pernicious Nature, 
and which ought to be guarded againſt ; old 
obſolete Notions in Religion are revived, that 


were long ſince exploded, and argued out of 


Countenance. I mean that of Juſtification by 


Faith only, without Works; and ſome very 


ſingular Notions concerning Regeneration and a 


New Birth. In order therefore to aſſiſt and en- 
courage the true Believer to perſevere in a right 


8 z alſo to prevent falſe Deluſions from be- 
ing ſucceſsful, and if poſſible to reclaim thoſe 


that are ſeduced and led aſtray ; I thought it 
might conduce to ſome good Purpoſes, to lay 


before conſiderate pious Perſons, the Sentiments 
of ſeveral eminent Biſhops of our Church on 
Regeneration, and Juſtification 3 in hopes of 
fixing in their Minds right Notions concerning 
thoſe neceſſary Doctrines of Chriſtianity; which 
may have more Weight and Influence than 
any new Diſcourſe on the Subjects; and by 
being collected in this Manner, and fold at fo 
caly a Price, their Sentiments will be more gener- 
ally read and known by common People. 

But the following Papers are recommended to 
the Reader's ſerious Peruſal. not ſo much in Re- 
ſpect to the Authority of the Perſons, as on Ac- 
count of the Strength and Cogency of their Reaſon- 


ing and Argument. And it might be expected, 


that ſome greater Deference ſhould be paid to their 


Sentiments, (not only for being Biſhops, but be- 


cauſe they were judicious Men, of great Learning 
and ſtrict Piety) than to a puerile Declaimer, that 
is, 


= 
8 


f 


„„ 
is, perhaps, intoxicated with ſpiritual Pride, oſten- 
tatious and vain-glorious, whoſe Years afford pot 
the Advantage of a mature folid Judgment. | 
Tho? the Doctrines of Regeneration and Juſtifi- 
cation are very judiciouſly diſcuſſed and explained 


in the two following Diſcourſes of Archbiſhop 


Sharp and Biſhop Moor, and of themſelves might 
be ſufficient; yet becauſe this Deſign is calculated 
more for the Benefit of others than Mr. Whitefield 
himſelf, (who ſeems ſo deeply rooted in Error, fo 


full of his own Sagacity, as to be paſt Conviction) 


and that in the Wiſdom of many there is Safety; 
I have therefore added after each Diſcourſe, the 
Opinion of other eminent Prelates on both Sub- 
Jets. What is cited from Dr. Wells, may really 


be conſidered as the Sentiments of Biſhop Bull; 
for the Doctor in his Preface to the Book * from 
whence the Quotations are taken, ſays, ** That he 


« was the more willing to undertake the Work, 
«© becaule of the great Help he ſhould receive from 
«© the Writings of the moſt learned and judicious 
«« Biſhop Bull;” and, * that he took not much 
« more to himſelf, than reducing into a proper 
Method or Order the ſeveral Particulars which 
lie ſcattered in his Writings ;? and ſurely we 
ſhould rather regard the Judgment of ſo many 
learned Divines, than the immature and raſh De- 
termination of ſuch a pragmatick Teacher, whoſe 
Vanity and Self- conceitedneſs cannot be better ex- 
preſſed, than in his own Words. * TI am better 
qualified than other People for the compoſing 
„ my Sermons, for I never preached any Thing 
but what I have experimentally felt; and where- 
sas other People are forced to plod and rack their 


* An Help for the right Underſtanding of the Divine 
Laws, Wc . | 
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«« Brains whole Weeks in compiling a Diſcourſe, I 
e am enabled to compile as faſt as I can write? 
This is not only a moſt notorious Reflection on all 
Divines of every Denomination of Chriſtians a- 
mongſt us, but which ſeems to imply, by the 
Word enabled, that he thinks himſelf infpired. 

I beg leave to add, that *tis far from my Inten- 
tion, in what has been offered, to reflect on any 
Defign Mr, Whitefield may have in View, of en- 
forcing the Practice of true Religion, and recom- 


mending a more inward ſpiritual Senſe thereof, 
than perhaps is commonly to be found among us. 


In God's Name! let his Preaching be as popular, 


emphatical, and pathetick as he pleaſes, in order 


to effect and accompliſh ſo excellent and pious a 


Purpoſe. But then he ſhould be careful that his 


Method of doing it be not prejudicial and deftruc- 


tive to the State, or the natural Intereſts of the 
Commonwealth; that his Doctrine be not errone- 
ous in itſelf, nor offenſive to publick Society; but 


pure, peaceable, and in all Reſpects conſonant to 
the Goſpel of our bleſſed Saviour, who therein 
moſt compaſſionately, and with the greateſt Ten- 
derneſs, intreats all that are weary and heavy laden 
with their Sins, to come unto him, that they may 
find Reſt to their Souls; but diſcourages none to 
hope for Mercy, nor drives any to Deſpair. 


OF 


REGENERATION. 


r preſent Deſign is to conſider the 

“Doctrine of Regeneration, and this 
I ſhall do from the Words of St. 
Paul, * Be ye transformed by the 


. 
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7 0 Hl renewing of your Minds. This Text 
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is commonly underſtood to mean 
the Whole of Regeneration; but in reality ſignifies 
only one Part of it, though indeed the principal 
Part. For Regeneration, or the New Birth, con- 
ſiſts of two Parts; an outward Baptiſm, which in- 


cludes a Profeſſion of Chris Religion, and an in- 


ward Sanctification or Holineſs of Heart and Life. 

This is expreſly told us by our Saviour and St. 
Paul; the firit ſaid to Nicodemus, That except aMan 
be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God : + 
And in the next Words, our Saviour explains what 
he means by this new Birth, Except a Man be born of 
Water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Ring- 
dom of God || ; ſo that to a Man's being born again, 
there muſt go both the Baptiſm of Water, and the 
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Baptiſm. 
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Renewing of the Spirit. To the ſame Purpoſe ſpeaks 
St. Paul: God (faith he) according to his Mercies 
hath ſaved us, not by Works of Righteouſneſs which 
we have done, but by the Waſhing of Regeneration, 


end the Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt ; the Waſhing of 


Regeneration is the outward Part of it, the Renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt the inward : Well therefore 


might our Church teach in her Offices, that Infants 
are regenerated by Baptiſm, ſince both Scripture 


and Antiquity ſpeak the ſame. The Truth is, this 
Term of Regeneration, or the New Birth, cannot 


be properly underſtood, without having Reſpect to 


Our Saviour ſeems to take this Expreſſion from 
the Fews, who meant by it, a Man's becoming a 
Proſelyte to their Religion, and being admitted 
thereto by Baptiſm ; which among them, as well as 


us, was the Way of receiving Proſelytes into the 


Church, though with the Addition of Circumciſion 


to ſome. And whoever was thus admitted into the 


Jewiſb Church, was ſaid to be new born, or rege- 
nerate 3 and they eſteemed a Proſelyte to be there- 
by ſo really new born, that they judged him ever 
after ſo much a Stranger toall his natural Relations, 
that he might lawfully marry ſuch Perſons, as be- 


fore his being a Proſelyte, he could not contract 


Matrimony with. And we have great Reaſon to 
believe, that when our Saviour ſays, Except a Man 


| be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of Heaven, 


he means hereby to expreſs the abſolute Neceſſity 
that lies on every one, both Few and Gentile, to 


become a Proſelyte, a Diſciple of his, and as ſuch 


to be admitted into his Church, if he intends to go 
to Heaven. Indeed, our Saviour's Notion of Re- 
generation, was more extenſive than the Jews (who 
thought an outward Baptiſm, and an outward Pro- 


feſſion ſufficient to entitle a Man to the Name of 


newW- 
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new- born): For he requires a Man's being born 
of the Spirit, as well as of Water, in order to his 
entering into the Kingdom of Heaven ; that is, be- 
fides the outward Baptiſm, and an outward Profeſ. 
ſion, there muſt be an inward Principle of Virtue 
and Holineſs wrought in the Profeſſor, by the Spi- 
rit of God; but yet both may go together, if a 
Man will himſelf : For whoever hath the outward 
Regeneration of Baptiſm, will alſo have the in- 
ward Regeneration of the Spirit, if he is not falſe 
to God and himſelf. 

What the Apoſtle means, by the being, t) an 
formed by the renewing of our Minds, will eaſily ap- 
pear, if we conſider the foregoing Words, Be not 
conformed to this World, but be ye transformed, by 
the renewing of your Minds, By knowing what 
Conformity to the World is here forbidden, we 
may certainly learn what Transformation or Re- 
newal of our Minds is required, and no more is in- 
tended by this Prohibition, than a ſinful Compli- 
ance with the Cuſtoms of the World; a framing 
our Lives and Manners after the impious Practices 
and Examples of wicked Men; an indulging our- 
ſelves in bad and evil Courſes. The being transformꝰd 
by the renewing of our Minds, is directly oppoſite 
thereto, and denotes our being acted with more 
heavenly and divine Principles, and framing our 
Converſation ſuitable to our Profeſſion of Chriſt ia- 
nity, that is, the Laws of the Goſpel. If we be- 
have * as obedient Children, not faſhioning our elves 
according to former Luſts, but are holy in all Manner 
of Converſation, then are we not conformed to the 
World, but transformed by the renewing of our 
Minds. This is St. Paul's Meaning, and of other 
like Expreſtions in 0 ſuch as the ne Cy ca- 
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ture, the being born of God, the being led by the Spi- 
rit, the being created after the Image of God, the 
pulling on the new Man ; all which ſignify no more 
than this, that to our Baptiſm, Belief, and Profeſ- 
ſion of Chriſt's Religion, we from an honeſt, ſin- 
cere, and holy Principle, add a ſober, righteous, 
and godly Converſation. 
_ Having thus in general conſidered the Nature of 
ſpiritual Regeneration, I ſhall proceed to anſwer 
ſome Queſtions, and reſolve ſome Caſes relating 
thereto ; as 1, Whether Regeneration be ſo intirely 
the Work of God's Spirit on a Man's Mind, as 
that he is perfectly paſſive 1n it, and can do nothing 
to promote or hinder it in himſelf, 2. Whether a 
Man 1s inwardly regenerate, that hath not expe- 
rienced in himſelf a real Change, or Transfor- 
mation of his Mind, from bad to good. 3. Whe- 
ther this Change 1s not ſo perceptible, as that a 
Man may know, when and how, it was wrought 
in him. 4. What are the Marks or Characters, by 
which a Man may judge of his Regeneration. 
begin with the firſt ; and though the Queſtion 
looks like a Point of Speculation, yet it really 
much concerns our Practice. For if a Man can 
contribute nothing to the Renovation of his own 
Mind, to what Purpoſe ſhould we employ our 
Thoughts and Endeavours about it; and whar 
hath a carnal wicked Man to do, but wait for the 
good Hour, when God ſhall in a powerful irreſiſ- 
tible Way touch his Heart, and then the Work is 
done? To this Queſtion I therefore anſwer, That 
as to producing in Man that holy divine Frame of 
Soul, which is neceſſary to denominate him a rege- 
nerate Man, this is intirely the Work of God's Spi- 
rit. But then though this is true, yet ſtill God al- 
ways acts with Men ſuitable to their own Natures, 
and they being made free Agents, capable of chu- 
fing 
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ſing and refuſing, he always deals with them as 


ſuch ; ſo that it is in their Power either to accept 
and improve God's Grace when offered, or to re- 
fuſe and deſpiſe it. Therefore though Regenera- 
tion, or the renewing of our Minds, is wholly the 


Work of God's Spirit, yet it is in a Man's Power 


to hinder or promote that Work in himſelf; and I 


doubt not, but that all who profeſs Chriſtianity, 


how bad ſoever they are, would be made Partakers 


of the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, as well as they 
are of the Regeneration of Baptiſm, did not they 


themſelves obſtinately reſiſt the Motions of God's 

Spirit, and neglect the Means that he affords them, 
for Grace and Salvation, He that finds this happy 
Work wrought in him, ought moſt humbly to 
thank God for it, and aſcribe it all to his free Grace 


and Mercy ; and he that 1s yet 1n a State of Sin 


and Wickedneſs, ſhould uſe his beſt Endeavours, 
and call earneſtly on God for his Grace, to reclaim 
him, or there is little Probability of his becoming 


@ 8 to Virtue and Holineſs. 


But ſome will ſay, this Account is not conſiſtent 
with Scripture. For there, is not every Man in 
his natural Eſtate, repreſented as dead in Treſpaſſes 
and Sins? And is not Regeneration the infuſing a 
new Nature into Man, and making him a new 
Creature? And is it not abſurd to ſay, a dead Man 
can raiſe himſelf to Life, or a Creature new. form 


and create himſelf ? I anſwer, that however abſurd 


it ſeems, yet it is the Language of Scripture, God 
calls on * 17ael to make themiclves a new Heart, 
and a new Spirit, St. Paul thus ſpeaks to Sinners, 
T Awake thou hal ſleepeſt, and riſe from the Dead, 
and Chriſt all give thee Life; and in the Words 1 


am treating of, Fo deſires Chriſtians not to be con- 


* Exel. xviii. 31. | + Fobeſ v. 14. 
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formed to this World, but to be transformed by the 


renewing of their Minds, All this ſhews that Men 


muſt not be perfectly paſſive in this Buſineſs, like 
Stocks and Stones : For though God creates the 
new Heart, and Chriſt gives the Life, and the Spi- 


rit transforms the Mind, yet the Man muſt do ſome- 


thing in this Work, In Truth, the miſunder- 
ſtanding theſe Phraſes of Scripture, and ſtraining 
them too far, occaſions many Miſtakes about Rege- 
neration. Some will take the Term of Regenera- 
tion, or the New Birth, or the New Creature, in a 
literal Senſe ; tho' they ought to be underſtood 


figuratively ; that is, we are not to imagine theſe 


Words import, a new Soul, Mind, or Nature, 
created in Man by the Spirit of God, which is the 
literal Senſe ; but only, that the ſame Soul, which 
before had a vicious Inclination, is now by God's 
Grace virtuouſly diſpoſed ; that the ſame Mind, 
which before was ignorant of, and averſe to the 
Things of God, is now enlightened, and doth more 
love and delight therein, than before. The · Na- 
ture in the Regenerate and Unregenerate, 1s the 
ſame human Nature that is common to all Men ; 
only in the one, it is much corrupted and depraved, 
in the other, it is in ſome Meaſure amended, and re- 
ſtored to its true Perfection and Liberty. Nor 
are theſe Words, We are all dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins, and that God by Chriſt hath quickened, and 
created us again to good Works, to be ſtrictly under- 
ſtood, but only metaphorically : For here is nei- 


ther a proper Death, a proper Quickening, nor a 


proper Creation; but the Meaning of theſe Terms 
1s, that Mankind, through their original Degene- 
racy, were ſo far gone in Sin, that there was no 
Poſſibility of reclaiming them to Holineſs and Vir- 
tue, by any human Means. But God, by ſending 
his Son, and .affording them the powerful Argu- 
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(271) 
ments of his Goſpel, with the Aſſiſtance of the 
holy Spirit, effected what Nature alone could not 
do. We ſhould not then interpret ſuch Phraſes 
and Words in a literal Senſe, leſt we entangle 
ourſelves in as many Difficulties as the Papiſts are, 
in their Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, by their 
conſtruing literally our Saviour's Words: This is 
my Body. 7 
The next Queſtion is, Whether ſome may not 
be truly regenerate, though they never experienced 


a real Change from Bad to Good? I will conſider 


this Point more particularly, becauſe it hath trou- 
bled ſome very good Perſons. Such know, that 
by the Scriptures, Regeneration is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to Salvation; that except a Man be born again, 


created anew, and transformed by the renewing _ 


of his Mind, he cannot enter into the Kingdom 
of God; and that theſe Expreſſions import a very 
great Change in a Man's Mind and Actions : But 
yet know not what Condition they are in: For 
they never found ſuch Change in themſelves, bat 
were always much in the ſame Frame and Temper 
of Mind as at preſent. They indeed thank God for 
having had a hearty Senſe of Religion ; they have 
endeavoured to ſerve God with great Sincerity in 
that Way of Chriſtianity in which they have been 
educated, and God hath mercifully preſerved them 
from all great and open Violations of their baptiſ- 
mal Covenant. But ſtill where is their Regenera- 
tion? For they are but what they ever where. To 
this I anſwer; If a Man finds in himſelf all the 
Effects of Regeneration, *tis no Matter whether 
they were wrought in him with a ſenſible Change 
of his Mind and Manners, or not. The State of 
a Man's Soul, is the Thing to be conſidered. It 
that be govern'd with holy Principles, and they 
ſnew themſelves in a conſtant Courſe of virtuous 
ES Actions, 


(22) 
Actions. (which is called the Effects of regene- 
rating Grace, or the State of Regnention) ſuch 
an one may be aſſured he is truly regenerate, 
without knowing the Manner how, or when he 
came into this State. | 
Indeed, at the Time when our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles uſed theſe Words, they did import a re- 
markable and ſenſible Change in the Perſon ; and 


the Reaſon is, becauſe Chriſtianity was then a new 


Religion, to which the World was to be converted, 
and none were capable of being converted by the 
Apoſtles preaching, but ſuch as were come to 
Years of Diſcretion 3 the very Notion of whoſe 
_ Converſion, was an actual Renouncing their former 


Religion, wicked and idolatrous Practices, and 
entirely devoting themſelves to the Diſcipline and 


Conduct of Feſus Chriſt: And none could thus 


exchange one Religion for another, leave ſuch Pra- 


ctices and Cuſtoms, and form their Converſation 
after a new and ſtricter Way, without being 
ſenile of a great Change in their Principles and 
Lives. And therefore the Chriſtian State is called, 
Converſion, Transformation, and theNew Creature. 
But ſince Kingdoms and Nations have embraced 
Chriſtianity, and that Infants are baptized into it, 
the Caſe is different. For by the Advantage of a 
Chriſtian Education, the Principles of that Reli- 
gion are ſo gradually inſtilled, that when we come 
of Age, we chuſe for ourſelves, we embrace the 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity rather than any other, 
without Violence or Difficulty, Many of us were 
ſanctified, holy, and regenerate in our Infancy, 
when we were conſecrated to God; and as we grew 
up, his Grace was not wanting, thro' the Means 
of a religious Education, to ſow the Seeds of Vir- 
tue and Holineſs in our Souls, which by Degrees 
came to greater Perfection: So that when grown 
to 
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to Maturity, we found ourſelves without any ſen- 
ſible Change from Bad to Good, to have a pre- 
vailing Inclination to. what 1s good, and to bring 
forth the Fruits of the Spirit in our Converſation. 
This is all that is meant by Regeneration in ſuch 
- a Caſe, though we know not when, nor how, we 
came into this State. This is the proper and full 
* Senſe of the Word: For here is both the outward 
Regeneration of Baptiſm, and the inward Regene- 
ration of the Spirit attending it. But then this is 
true only as to ſuch that have always lived virtu- 
' ouſly and innocently, and never greatly departed 
from their Baptiſmal Vow, As for thoſe, who 

through a bad Education, or the abuſing a good 
One, have lived in a State of Sin and Wickedneſs, 
from the Time they came to Years of Diſcretion ; 
tghͤeſe are not regenerate, as to the inward ſpiritual 
Part, but muſt ſome Time or other undergo a real 
 __ Change and Transformation, both in their Princt- 
/ © ples and Courſe of Life, if ever they intend to 

be faved. 8 

| The third Queſtion is, Whether the Change 
that is made in a Man's Mind, in Regeneration, 


1 always ſo perceptible, as that he may know 
when and how it was produced in him? My An- 
wer is, That this only reſpects ſuch as have for- 


merly Jived a careleſs vicious Life, and ſo of Ne- 
ceſſity muſt have their Principles and Manners 

transformed; but concerns not thoſe that have been 
| well diſpoſed from their Childhood: So that it is 


not neceſſary that every one ſhould be able to give 
 , an Account of the Beginning of his Regeneration 
or Converſion; and even as to thoſe who have 


13 been vicious, and are afterwards ſo reformed, as 
do have juſt Hopes that they are in a good Condi- 
tion; it is not neceſſary that even ſuch ſhould be 
o ſenſible of a ſudden extraordinary Change in 
) k them - 
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themſelves; as to date their Converſion from 
ſuch a Time, ſuch a Circumſtance, or particular 


Providence. My Reaſon is, becauſe it doth not 


appear, ordinarily ſpeaking, eſpecially in theſe 
our Days, that the Work of Regeneration or Con- 
verſion is affected in a Moment and at once, but 
rather gradually, by many Steps and Degrees. 
Men who have lived in a Courſe of Sin and Wick- 


dneſs, can hardly be imagined to put off their 


vicious Habits on a ſudden, or in a Moment ; but 


before that is accompliſned, there muſt be many 
Actions, Trials, and Endeavours. It will require 


great Meditation, much Selt-denial, and Mortifi- 
cation; old Habits muſt be weakened and deſtroy- 


ed, before new ones can be acquired; this will de- 


mand much Time, Study, Reſolution, and repeat- 


ed Acts of Virtue, before new Habits can be ef- 
fectually wrought in wicked Perſons. For, as the 


Poet well obſerved, nemo repente fait turpiſſimus, 


none ever grew extreamly wicked all at once, but 


by Time and Degrees; ſo thoſe that have been 
bad, but are grown good, cannot in an Inſtant 
leap from one Extreme to another, but muſt paſs 
thro* ſeveral Stages and States before the virtuous 
Principle hath conquered the vicious. 
This being the Caſe, *tis not reaſonable to think, 
that every Convert to Holineſs and Virtue, ſhould 
be able to give an Account of the preciſe Time he 
was converted from an unregenerate to a regenerate 
State, tho' he may remember ſeveral particular Irci- 
dents relating thereto. This will more clearly appear 
by the following Inftance: A Man languiſheth 
under a tedious Diſtemper, but tho? he follows the 
Advice of many Phyſicians, he doth not quickly 
mend; he is ſometimes better, at other times 
worſe; at laſt with Time, and the Strength of 
Nature, good Preſcriptions, Regular ity, and God's 
Bleſſing, 
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Bleſſing, he by Degrees gets Strength, recovers his 


Diſtemper, and finds himſelf in a good State of 
Health. Can the Man thus recovered be ſenſible 


of the preciſe Time he became a found Man? He 


may remember his taking Phyſick, his ſometimes 
growing better, and recovering at laſt, perhaps af- 
ter ſeveral Relapfes : and yet not able, I doubt, to 
name the punctual Minute, no nor Day, or Week, 
when he could on good Grounds ſay, he was cured 


of his Diſeaſe, and need not fear it any more. His 


Health came gradually and inſenſibly, and when 
he loſt all Symptoms of his Sickneſs, he had Cauſe 
to rejoice and hope well of himſelf; but it would 


be idle for him to ſay, he became a ſound Man 


at ſuch an Hour, or to be fo confident of his 
Health, as to lay aſide all Fear of future Danger, 


or to doubt of his Recovery, becauſe he cannot 


name the Time, Manner, or Circumſtance with 
which it was effected. This Inſtance is ſo plain 


and pertinent to the Point in Hand, that I need 


not farther enlarge on this Head. 

The fourth and laſt Queſtion is, concerning the 
Marks and Signs of Regeneration : Some Perſons 
have been ſo forward to multiply Marks of Con- 
verſion or Regeneration, as rather to obſcure than 
clear the Difficulty, and have often brought need- 
leſs Scruples into Mens Heads. The Point lies in 
a ſhort Compaſs, and requires no great Learning or 
Subtilty to diſcover it. For Regeneration, as we 
now underſtand it, conſiſts in a hearty Senſe of 
God and the Chriſtian Religion, a ſerious and con- 
ttant Endeavour to live ſuitably to that Senle 1n all 
our Converſation. So that the Marks of a regene- 


rate Perſon ought to be drawn from thoſe Effects 


that he feels in himſelf. If a Man to his Baptiſm, 
Faith in Chriſt, and Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, joins a ferious conſcientious Conformity to 
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the Laws of Chriſt in all his Actions, ſo far as his 
Knowledge, the Circumſtances of his Life, and 


the natural Infirmities of human Nature will allow 
him; if he heartily deſires, conſtantly reſolves, 
and ſincerely endeavours to pleaſe God, and fave 
his own Soul, in all the Ways of Righteouſneſs, 
Sobriety, and Holineſs that the Goſpel preſcribes ; 
if he lives innocently, avoids open, known, and 


wilful Sin; and is truly ſenſible of all his Slips, 


Frailties and Omiſſions; begs God's Pardon for, 
and ſtrives againſt them; and grows rather better 
than worſe, more inclined to Good, and more 


averſe to Evil; this is the beſt, the only Mark, 


whereby any one may know if he is in a regenerate 
Condition, in a State of God's Favour ; and ſuch 
may reſt Tatisfied as to their future Happineſs. In- 
deed Regeneration, by the numerous Marks that 
ſome have ſet upon it, has been rendered a much 


more intricate and difficult Thing; but there are 
two great Inconveniencies in multiplying the Signs 


and Marks of Regeneration. The one is, that 
a Man may be a very good Chriſtian and a rege- 


nerate Perſon, and not find in himſelf ſuch Marks 


as ſome give of it: The other 1s, that a bad Man 
may experience ſuch Marks when good Men can- 
not. 


To conclude; We ought not to be too curious 
about many Marks of our Regeneration ; or, 
when we read Books that treat of thoſe Things, 


not to be 100 much exalted, or caſt down, whether 
the Marks we find to be given do agree or not 


with our State, The trueſt Mark is that of our 


Saviour: The Tree is known by its Fruits. If a 


Man be baptized, and ſincerely endeavours to lead 


a good Life; if his Faith in Jeſus Chriſt be ſo ſtrong 


as by it to overcome the World, and the evil Cu- 


ſtoms thereof; if he ſo conforms himſelf to the 
Laws 


(27 ] 
Laws of our Saviour, as not to live in any wilful 
Tranſgreſſion of them, but in the general Courſe 
of his Life walks honeſtly and piouſly, and keeps 
a good Conſcience towards God and Man ; ſuch a 
Perſon, however he came into this State, and with 
whatever Infirmities it may e attended, ſo as he prays 
and ſtrives againſt them, is a good Man, and gives a 
true Evidence of his Regeneration, tho* he may not 
have all the Marks and Qualifications that he may 
read in ſome Books. Such a Man, if he perſe- 
veres in this religious Courſe, will, without doubt, 
at laſt be juſtified before God, and find an Admiſ- 
ſion into the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, © Archbiſhop Sn ARP. 


Biſhop T1LLOTsoON's Sentiments of Regeneration, 


= O NE great Miſtake concerning Regenera- 
"= tion (ſays Biſhop Tillotſon) is, that Rege- 
<« neration and Sanctification do really ſignify two 
different Things, when in truth they are but 
different Expreſſions of the ſame Thing. Re- 
generation is a Metaphor uſed in Scripture to 
expreſs our Tranſlation and Change from one 
State to another, from a State of Sin and Wic- 
* kedneſs to that of Grace and Holineſs; as if we 
< were born over again, and the Children of ano- 
ther Father. And Sanctification is our bein 
* made holy, purified, and cleanſed from Sin and 
% Impurity. Hence Regeneration and Sanctifica- 
tion are attributed to the ſame Cauſes; I mean 
„ to the Spirit and Word of God. We are ſaid 
<< to be born of the Spirit, to be ſanctified of the 
Holy Ghoſt, to be begotten by the Word of 
Truth, and to be ſanctified by the Truth, that 
is, the Word of God. So that the Scriptures 
* ſpeak of them as the ſame Thing, which they 
D 2 really 
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really are; for if Sanctification be the making 
us holy, as well as Regeneration, then they are 


both the ſame. | 

«© Another Miſtakeis, that in Regeneration and 
Converſion, ſome think all the Habits of Grace 
are infuſed together, and at once ; that is, Men 
who were vicious before in ſeveral Kinds, are in 
an Inſtant, by an omnipotent Act of God's 

Grace, and by a new Principle infuſed into them, 


endued with the Habits of the contrary Graces 


and Virtues, and are as chaſte, temperate, uſt, 

meek, and humble, as if they became ſo, by 
the frequent Practice of theſe Virtues. I do not 
deny but this may ſometimes be the Cafe ; for 


ſome Men, by an extraordinary Power of God's 


Grace, are ſuddenly changed, and ſtrangely re- 
claimed from a wicked and vicious, to a reli— 
gious and a virtuous Life. This may in ſome 
Senſe be called the Infuſion of the Habits of 
Grace and Virtue together and at once z but e- 
ven in ſuch, I doubt not, but that the Habits of 
ſeveral Graces and Virtues are afterwards attain- 
ed, by the frequent Practice of them, This was 
common and viſible in many of the firſt Con- 
verts to Chriſtianity, eſpecially of thoſe who 
were reclaimed from the abominable Idolatry 


and Impiety of Heatheniſm. The Spirit of God > 


did then work miraculouſly in the Cures of both 
ſpiritual and bodily Diſeaſes. But to make this 
the Rule and Standard of God's ordinary Pro- 


ceedings in the Converſion and Regeneration of 


Men, is equally unreaſonable, as ſtill to expect 


Miracles for the Cure of Diſeaſes: And that 


there is no Neceſſity it ſnould be effected in an 
Inſtant, but by Degrees, plainly appears from 
the Nature of Regeneration 3 ; which is the 
Change of a Man's State irom Sin to hes 

\ 74 ut 


ALI 
+ Foo 4 


* Mt an oF 
— ER 


* H 15 
T4 
£ 
- £559 
7 
* 
E 
. 5 
= 
8 
23 
os 
7 
A 9 5 
yo 
* : 


[29] 
But why may not a Man be gradually changed, 
and arrive at this State by Degrees ; as well as 


after he is regenerate, he may by Degrees grow 
and improve in it ; and this none will deny, So 


that all the while a Man is tending towards a 


regenerate State, and ſtruggling with his Luſts, 


| till by God's Grace, and his own Reſolution, he 
gets the Victory; all the while he is under the 


Senſe and Conviction of his finful miſerable 
State, ſorrowing for his paſt Follies, reſolving 
a Change of his wicked Courſe, and perhaps 
often thrown back by the Temptations of the 
Devil, the Power of evil Habits, the Weak- 
neſs and Inſtability of his own Purpoſe 3 till by 
the Grace of God aſſiſting him, he firmly re- 
ſolves to live better: I ſay, all this Time, which 
in ſome is longer, in others ſhorter, according 
to the Power of evil Habits, and the different 
Degrees of Grace which God affords ; all this 
Time the Work of Regeneration is going on: 


And though a Perſon cannot be ſaid to be rege- 


nerate, till the very Inſtant that the Principle 
of Grace, and his good Reſolutions, have con- 
quered his Luſts; yet for all this the Work of 
Regeneration was not effected in an Inſtant.” 


„The New Teſtament indeed ſpeaks of the 


ſudden Change of many, on the firſt preaching 
the Goſpel ; but it is not of abſolute Neceflity, 
nor the ordinary Method of God's Grace, to 
work irreſiſtibly on the Minds of Men; the not 
conſidering which hath occaſioned the chief 
Miſtakes in this Matter. We find that good 
Perſons are made ſo, by the inſenſible Steps 
and Degrees of a religious Education; who 
having been never vicious, know nothing of 
any ſenſible Change. And was an irreſiſtible 


| Act of divine Power neceſſary to our 2 
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te tance and Converſion; then no Man would re- 
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pent on Conſideration and Choice, but by Force 
and Neceſſity, which deſtroys the Virtue of Re- 


pentance. 


« Let us not then make ſome particular In- 
ſtances in Scripture, as to the ſtrange and ſudden 
Converſion of ſome Perſons, namely, St. Paul, 


*« and the Jailor, the common Rule and Meaſure 
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of every Man's Converſion: So that unleſs a 
Man be enlightened from Heaven, and taken 
with a Fit of trembling, and frighted almoſt 


out of his Senſes, he can have no Aſſurance of 


his Converſion ; when a much ſurer Judgment 
may be made of a Man's Sincerity therein, by 
the real Effects of this Change, than by the 

Manner of it. The Effects of God's holy Spi- 
rit in the Regeneration of Men are ſenſible, tho? 
the Manner and Degrees of his Operation on 
their Souls are various, and not to be accounted 
for. If we plainly ſee many inſenſibly changed 
and made good by pious Education 3 and that 
others, who have lived long in a profane Con- 
tempt and Neglect of Religion, are by the ſe- 
cret Power of God's Word and holy Spirit, on 
calm Conſideration, without any great 'Terrors 
and Amazement, viſibly changed and brought 
to a better Mind and Courſe : It is in vain in 


* theſe Caſes to pretend, that this Change is not 


real, becauſe the Manner of it 1s not agreeable 
to ſome Inſtances in Scripture, or to our own 
Obſervation z or that theſe Perſons cannot give 
ſuch an Account of the Time and Manner of 
this Converſion, as others can,” 
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ſtles did plainly unfold the Myſte- 
ries, fully teach the Doctrines, 
openly publiſh the Laws, and ear- 
neſtly preſs Obedience to the Gol- 
pel Precepts ; yet for all this, many 


the Opinion of them, who hoped to be ſaved by 
their Works without Faith: And though they 
treated of Faith and Works in a very different 
Senſe, yet many have imagined, that the Writings 


of theſe two Apoſtles contradict one another. For 


St. 


, HOUGH our Lord and his Apo- 


1 
6 
Fc 
3 


Ts 


For 
K. 


T7 
St. James ſays, * Was not Abraham our Father 
nuſtified by Works, when he had offered Iſaac bis Son 
upon the Altar ? And yet this at firſt View, ſeems 
directly oppoſite to St. Pans Aſſertion; 
Abraham was juſtified by Works, he hath whereof 


10 glory, but not before God. — Abraham believed 


God, and it was counted to him for Righteouſneſs. 
I ſhall therefore make it my preſent Buſineſs to. 


ſhew, that the two Apoſtles do not differ, or con- 


tradict one another, but were exactly of the ſame 
Mind. In order to do this, it will be neceſſary to 
conſider the different Occaſions of writing their 


_ Epiſtles; and that was the quieting of ſome Con- 


troverſies which had early prevailed in the Church, 
and which was much labour'd at by the Apoſtles. 
But previous thereto, it may be of uſe to obſerve, 
that their Epiſtles were written to Churches or Bo- 


dies of Men, who had already embraced Chriſtia- 


nity ; fo that their primary Deſign, was rather 
to confirm, than convert Men to the Faith. Had 
their Epiſtles been chiefly intended to convert Un- 
believers, we ſhould then probably have found in 
each Epiſtle, a compleat Body or Syſtem of the 
Doctrines and Precepts in the Chriſtian Religion: 
Whereas we ſee mingled with the Laws and Do- 
ctrines, Reproofs of ill Practices, and Confuta- 
tions of falſe Opinions. But to proceed, 

The firſt chief Controverſy that broke the Peace, 
and corrupted the Purity of the Church, was con- 


cerning the Perſons to whom the Goſpel was to be 


preached, which the Zews confined to their own 
Nation. They being the Seed of Abraham, ſup- 
poſed that the Promiſe of a Meſſiab was made only 
to them, and the Mercies of the new Covenant 
not to be extended to any other People ; as if the 


Fan . 21. + Rom. iv. 2, 3. 


Children 


a 
Children of ael were the ſole Objects of the 


divine Goodneſs, and God's Providence was re- 
ſtrained to the ſingle Family of Abraham. | 


Another Point then in Controverſy was, whe- 


ther they who embraced the Chriſtian Religion, 
were obliged to obſerve the Law of Moſes. St. 
Paul and Barnabas, who were choſen to convert 
the Gentiles, when they reported how that God 
had opened the Door of Faith unto them, great 
Diſſention aroſe concerning Circumciſion ; for cer- 
tain Men from Judea taught, that without being 


circumciſed after the Manner of Moſes, none could 


be ſaved *. Paul and Barnabas, after a long Diſ- 


putation, not being able to convince them, it was 


determined they ſhould go to Jeruſalem to the Apo- 


files and Elders, about this Queſtion ; before whom 
aſſembled in Council, St. Peter declares, That ihe. 


Gentiles by bis Mouth had heard the Word of the 
Goſpel and believed ; that God had given them the 
Holy Ghoſt, even as he did to the Apoſiles ; that he 
had put no Difference between them, having purified 
their Hearts by Faith, Why tempt you God, (then 
lays he) Þ 7o put a Yoke on the Neck of the Diſciples, 


Thich neither our Fathers nor we vere able to bear? 


And to the ſame Purpoſe St. Paul and Barnabas 

delivered their Minds, and alſo St. James ||, whoſe 
| Sentence was, That we troubled not them, which 
from among the Gentiles, are turned to God, 

But Errors ſo naturally multiply Controverſies, 
that from this mature and ſound apoſtolical Decree, 
that the Gentiles were not bound to obſerve the 
Law of Moſes, ſome ill Men drew falſe and dan- 
gerous Conſequences, even that they were tied b 
no Laws at all. And becauſe St. Paul aſſerted, 
that Chriſtians were not required to do the Works 


A xl 1. + As . 10. v. 19. 
| F. of 
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(34) 
of the Law, to juſtify them before God; they 
falſely inferred, no Works at all were neceſſary in 
the Goſpel State : Reſolving the whole Duty of 
Chriſtians into a Belief of what Chriſt had taught, 
as if Faith without Works was all that God expect- 
ed of them. From this brief Account of the firit 
Controverſies and Contentions in the Church, we 
may eaſily perceive on what different Occaſions the 
Apoſtles wrote their Epiſtles, St. Paul, almoſt in 
every Epiſtle, diſputes with the Judaizing Chriſ- 
tians, who held that the Law of Moſes was in force 
under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and would juſtify 
the doing what it commanded, But St. 7 at- 
tacks thoſe counterfeit Chriſtians, who expected Sal- 
vation by a naked Faith, without obeying the Gol- 
pel. And this leads me to obſerve, _ 

That the different Occaſion of the Writings of 
theſe two Apoſtles, was the Reaſon they treated 
of Faith and Works, in a very different Senſe. 
Though the holy Apoſtles had determined, that 
the Moſaic Law did not oblige the new Converts; 
yet many of the Fewyh Chriſtians perſiſted to 
maintain the Authority thereof, Theſe unhappy 
Men, who had all along complained of the Weight 
and Rigor of the Law, grew fond of their Bur- 
den and Bondage, when God intended to deliver 
them from it by ſending his Son. This their wil- 
ful Adherence to the Law of Moſes, was a great 
Hindrance to the Progreſs of the Goſpel, and 
created much Pains and Trouble to the Apoſtles, 
eſpecially to St. Paul, The Arguments he uſed, 
endeavouring to convert them, were many. 

1. He proves, that the Deſign of the Law was not 
to juſtify Men, but to diſcover and preſerve them 
from Idolatry and other Sins ; and to prepare their 
Minds for the Reception of the more noble, ſpiri- 


tual, and perfect Diſpenſation of the Goſpel. The 
| Law, 


| ( 35.) 


Law, (ſays he) was added, (or given) becauſe of 
Tranſgreſſions, till the Seed ſhould come, to whom the 
Promiſe was made: That is, the Fews were in- 
ſtructed in this Law, to let them know, that Ido- 
latry, Murder, and Adultery, were Tranſgreſſions 
and Offences againſt God, whereby they might 
be careful to avoid them, to repent and beg Par- 
don of God, if they committed them. The Law 
was their Schoolmaſter to bring them unto Chriſt, 
that they might be juſtified by Faith; but after Faith 


is come, they are no longer under a Schoolmaſter F. 
So that God by the Law, only deſigned to have 
them inſtructed in the firſt Grounds of Religion, 
and diſciplined for the Chriſtian Religion; they 
being to be juſtified by obeying the reaſonable 
Conditions thereof: For to be juſtified by Faith, 
means a Juſtification by the Terms of the Goſpel. 
2. He ſhews that good Men before the Law, 
and the Fews under it, were not juſtified by the 
Law. For even Abraham's Faith was reckoned 10 
him for Righteouſneſs, not when he was in Circum- 
ciſion, but Uncircumci/ion || : That is, before his 
Fleſh was circumciſed according to the Law. Abra- 
bam*s Faith conſiſted in believing the divine Pro- 
miſes, in truſting on, and ſincerely ſerving God, 
according to the Light revealed to him. Thus the 
honeſt virtuous Jets approved themſelves to God, 
not ſo much by an outward' Obſervation of the ce- 
remonial Law, as by loving and fearing God, de- 
pending on his Promiſes of a Saviour, obeying the 
Laws of Nature, and the holy Traditions of the 
Patriarchs. And God by his Prophet aſſures us, 
that he only requires us to do Fuſtice, love Mercy, 
and walk humbly with the Lord our God F. 


* Cal. iii. 19, f Cal. iii. 24, 25. || Rom. iv. 10. $ Mic. vi. 8. 
E 2 3. St. 


3. St. Paul proves the Inſufficiency of the Law 
to appeaſe God's Diſpleaſure; for the Law having 
but a Shadow of good Things to come, and not the 
very Image, can never with thoſe Sacrifices make the 
Comers thereunto perfeft * : And alſo of the Prieſt, 
who being a Sinner, offered Blood for himſelf, as 
well as for the Errors of the People. Their Sacri- | 
tices, conſiſting only of the Blood of Beaſts, had 
not Power and Efficacy, _ 55 

4. To relaim the Jes baptiſed into the Faith of 


Chriſt, from obſerving the Moſaical Ceremonies, . 


he proves, that a new Law, and High Prieſt, 


would have been needleſs, had there been ſuch 


Excellency in the Old, as they pretended. For if 
Perfection was by the Levilical Prieſthood , (under 


which the People received the Law) what further 
Need was there, that another Prieſt ſhould ariſe, 


after the Order of Melchiſedek ? Had the firſt Co- 
venant been fruitleſs, there needed not a SecondF. 
But the Law made nothing perfect; therefore we 
have a Mediator of a better Covenant, which i5 
eſtabliſhed on better Promiſes, All that was promiſed 
on Obedience to Mojes's Law, was to enter, con- 
quer, and poſſeſs the Land of Canaan. But the 
far more exceeding Hope of the Goſpel is, that 
we ſhall be Citizens of the new Feruſalem above, 
where we ſhall behold and worſhip God for ever. 

Laſtly, St. Paul baffled the Jets Pretence to a 
legal Juſtification, even on the ſuppoſed Perfe- 
ction of their Law; they being guilty of that Law 
they ſo much admired. And no Man can be juſ- 


tified by the Law they tranſgreſs. Then he ſharply 


rebukes the Pride and Hypocriſy of the Jews. 
Thou that preacheſt a Man ſhould not fteal, doſt 
thou ſteal ? Thou that ſayeſt a Man ſhould not com- 


* Heb. x. 1. + Heb. vii. 11. $ vill. 6. 
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(37) 
mit Adultery, doſt thou commit Adultery ? Thou that 
abborreſt Idols, doſt thou commit Sacrilege ? Thou 
that makeſt thy Boaſt of the Law, through breaking 
the Law, diſbonoureſt thou God“? So unreaſonable 
was it for them, to hope for Juſtification by the Law, 
who in various Inſtances had incurred the Penalty 
thereof. . % 
It it alſo obſervable, that St. Paul refuted the 
legal Pretenſions of the Fews, by the ſame Ar- 
gument as he did the Gentiles, by preſuming a 
Right and Title to the Approbation and Favour 
of God; ſince they had alſo ſhamefully tranſgreſ- 
ſed the Laws of Nature, and acted againſt the 
Reaſon God gave them. For when they knew God, 
they glorified him not as God, but became vain in 
their Imaginations, and their fooliſh Hearts was dark- 
ned, that they worſhipped the Creature more than the 
Creator . Thus he proves that Jews and Gentiles 
are all under Sin; that none could be juſtified by 
their own Innocence; but were under an abſo- 
| Jute Neceſſity of a Redeemer, to intercede with 
God on their Behalf, and make Satisfaction for 
their heinous Crimes. So that whatever Good we 
receive from God, we mult impute to his pure 
Mercy and Compaſſion, and not to our own Righ- 
teouſneſs and Obedience. The Works then St. 
Paul rejects, as uſeleſs to our Juſtification, are not 
Godlineſs and Virtue, holy and charitable Actions, 
which have intrinſic Goodneſs in their own Nature: 
But the Works of the Law, which were only va- 
luable becauſe commanded, and whoſe Gl 
or Value, expired with the Law. 
So that when St. Paul and St. Fames ſpeak of 
the /ame Faith, and the ſame Works, they entirely 
agree in their Judgments about them. Where 


* Rom. ii. 22, 23. + Rom. iii. 9. 
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ye live after the Fleſh ye ſhall die; but 1 
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(33) 
St. Paul treats of the ſame Faith with St. James, 
namely, a mere Aſſent of the Underſtanding, he 
makes it inſufficient; and where he treats of the 
ſame Works, he makes them abſolutely neceſſary 


_ to juſtify and ſave Men. | 


We have Inſtances beyond Exception of the 
low Opinion St. Paul had of a naked unactive 
Faith, and of the Neceſſity there was to join good 
Works to it. Says he, * Tho" I Have all Faith, 
fo that I could remove Mountains, and have ub Cha- 
rity, I am nothing. He puts here the ſtrongeſt 
Caſe; for he ſuppoſes a Man fo fully to aſſent to 
the Truths of the Goſpel, and ſo firmly to believe 
the Power of God, as to attain the higheſt Degree 
of Faith, even that of working. Miracles; and yet 
if he wants Charity, that is Will and Affection to 
doall the Good he can within his Power, he declares 


fuch a Man to be nothing. Nothing in God's 
| Favour and Eſteem ; or, with St. James, that his 


Faith is dead. The fame Apoſtle, when he ſays 
Faith is counted for Righteouſneſs, does poſitive- 
ly and frequently affirm it to be ſuch a Faith as 
works by Love; and that Believers ought not to 
be weary of well doing. And where he delivers 
the Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith, he declares 


the Neceſlity of Repentance and Mortification of 


fleſhly Luſts, and that at the Day of Judgment, 
our Sentence will be as our Works have been. JU 
ye thro the 
Spirit, do mortify the Deeds of the Body, ye ſhall 
live ;F and that in the "uy of Judgment, God will 
render to every Man according to his Deeds. || And 
in this very Epiſtle, where he had condemned the 
Works of the Law, on which the Fews valued 
themſelves, he publiſhes a complete Syſtem of 


1. Cor. Fit. 2. + Tbid. viii. 6. Kom. ii. 6. 
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(39) 

Chriſtian Virtues, ſcarce omitting any Duty we 
owe to God, our Neighbour, or ourſelves ; and 
requiring us ſtrictly to obſerve them all, as the 
neceſſary Means of our Salvation. Indeed, St. Paul, 
St. James, and the other inſpired Writers, do not 
lay more Streſs on good Works than our Saviour 
himſelf. Says he, By their Works ye ſhall know 
them, Not every one that ſaith, Lord, Lord, fhall 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven ; but he that doth 
the Will of my Father, which is in Heaven. No 
calling on our Lord, much leſs on the Virgin. 
Mary his Mother; no Number of Pater-Noſters, 
or Ave-Maria's can fave Men; but only their 
obeying the Will of God, declared in the Goſpel : 
Þ+ Except your Righteouſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no wiſe enter 
tbe Kingdom of Heaven, And when the young Man 
_ enquired what he ſhould do to have eternal Life, 
our Lord's Anſwer was, F thou wilt enter into Life 
keep the Commandments, We muſt not only take 
the Name of our Lord in our Mouths, but have a 
ſincere Piety rooted in our Hearts. We muſt 
not only rely on Chriſt by Faith, but if we will 
enter with him into everlaſting Life, we muſt af- 
fectionately love him, and manifeſt the ſame by 
carefully keeping his Commandments. Even the 
wiſe Pagans thought Virtue and Honeſty ſo plea- 
ſing to God, that they would not permit the 
Wicked and Prophane to come near their Altar, 
or approach their religious Aſſemblies, 

From what has been ſaid we may infer, 1. That 
by the new Covenant made by our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, and ratified in his Blood, we ſtand engaged 
not only to believe ſincerely, but to live piouſly ; 
not only to aſſent to the Truths, but perform the 


by Mat. vii. 20, 217% 27 FT Ibid. v. 20. | 
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Duties of the Goſpel. For in our Baptiſm we 
vowed and promiſed not only to believe in God the 
Father Almighty, but obediently to keep his holy Will 
and Commandments, and to walk in the ſame all the 
Days of our Lives. 2. That great Things are ſaid 
of Faith, becauſe it is the Foundation of an holy 
Life; it is the Root from whence all good Works 
ſpring. For to love and fear God, to be juſt and 
kind to one another, to preſerve ourſelves free 
from the Defilements of the Fleſh z; muſt ſup- 
poſe our hearty Belief that there is a God, who exact- 
ly regards our Actions, and will reward thoſe that 
feek him. Put then, as there can be no good Works 
without Faith, ſo Faith is only valuable, as it pro- 
duces good Works: So that good Works are the 
trueſt Proof of our Faith. 3. That the Faith which 
is acceptable and well pleaſing to God, is uſually in 
the holy Scripture joined with Charity, and de- 
clared to be vain without it. For if a Man's Faith 
was ſo powerful as to work Miracles, and could 
inſpire him with ſuch extraordinary Courage, as 
to ſuffer Martyrdom for his Religion, and give his 
Body to be burnt by the mercileſs Flames, and yet 
was deſtitute of Charity; even ſuch bitter Suffer- 
ings would not avail to reconcile God to him, And 
when the Apoſtle compares Faith, Hope, and 
Charity, he declares that Charity is the moſt ex- 
cellent. Indeed Faith and Hope will end with 
this Life, but Charity will accompany our Souls to 
Heaven, and be that Grace which will make us a- 
miable to God, to all Eternity, Moſt careful 
therefore 1s St. Paul, who never undervalued Faith, 
to unite Charity with it. Follow Riphteouſneſs, 
Faith, Charity, Peace. Theſe Things I will, that 


2 Tim. il. 22, i. 13. Titus iii. 8. 


thou 


( 41 ] 
thou affirm conſtantly, that they which have believed 
in God, might be careful to maintain good Works. 
4. It may be obſerved, that wherever Religion is 


ſammed up, and abridged into Epitome, Charity 


is always made eſſential thereto. The Prophet re- 
preſents the Sum of Religion, as conſiſting in Acts 
of Juſtice, Mercy, and walking humbly with God. 
Our Saviour declares the great Commandment is 
to love God with all our Heart, with all our Soul, 
with all our Minds; and that next to it, is to love 
our Neighbour as ourſelves, on which hang all the 
Law and the Prophets. Therefore ſaith St. Paul, 
He that loveth one another, hath fulfilled the Law. 
And thus we have ſeen the Neceſſity and Excel- 
lency of a Faith that works by Love, and which 
on all Occaſions exerts itſelf in Acts of Mercy and 
Compaſſion. 


To conclude, If we will give Credit to a Cloud 


of inſpired Witneſſes; if we will ſubmit to the 
joint Authority of St. James and St. Paul; if we 
will be determined by the uninterrupted Conjunc- 
tion of Faith and Works in the Life of Abraham 3 
if we will believe the Words, or reflect on the 
moſt perfect Example of the ever- bleſſed Feſus, the 
Author and Finiſher of our Faith, we ſhall be 
abundantly fatisfied, that the Faith which is the 
Condition of Juſtification and Salvation, does not 
only illuminate the Underſtanding with Truth, but 
inflame the Will with Devotion and Charity; does 
not only clear the Mind from the Miſts of Infide- 
lity, but purifies the Heart from corrupt and filthy 


Luſt. | 
Biſhop Moo R. 
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by Faith. 
A BARE Aſſent (ſays Tillotſon) to the 


Truth of the Goſpel, without the Fruits 
of Holineſs and Obedience, is not a living but 


a dead Faith; and fo far from being acceptable 
to God, is an Affront to him. A confident 
Reliance on Chriſt for Salvation, while we con- 


tinue in our Sins, is not a juſtifying Faith, but 


a bold Preſumption on God's Mercy, and our 
Saviour's Merit, who indeed juſtifies thoſe that 
have been ungodly, but not thoſe that continue ſo. 
And if God ſhould pardon Sinners, and reward 
them with eternal Life, on any other Terms 


than their becoming new Creatures, or on ſuch 


a Faith as is made perfect by Charity, that is, 
by keeping God's Commands; this, ſo far from 
being a Teſtimony of his Hatred and Diſplea- 
ſure againſt Sin, that it would give the greateſt 
Countenance and Encouragement thereto, And 


it is very reaſonable, that ſuch a Faith, as makes 


us new Creatures, and is perfected by Charity, 


« and keeping God's Commandments, ſhould be the 
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Condition of our Juſtification, in order to qua- 


lify us for the Pardon of our Sins, and the Re- 
ward of eternal Life; that is, for the Favour 
and Enjoyment of God, becauſe were Men for- 
giving on other Terms, it would countenance 
and encourage perpetual Rebellion. Faith, con- 


ſidered abſtractedly from the Fruits of Holineſs 


and Obedience, Goodneſs and Charity, will en- 
title no Man to God's Favour: All the Excel- 
lency of Faith is, that it is the Principle of a 

good 


© 
ce good Life, and furniſhes the beſt Arguments, 
e mean the Promiſes and Threatenings of the 


< Goſpel. But no Faith will avail to our Juſtifi- 


& cation and Acceptance with God, unleſs it be 
© made perfect by Charity, that is, by fulfilling 


<< the Law, and keeping the Commandments of 


„ God, by fincere Obedience and Holineſs of 
Life, which, notwithſtanding the unavoidable 


«© Imperfections of this State, will yet be accepted 


« with God, through the Merits of our bleſſed 
& * Saviour, who hath loved and waſhed us from 
& gur Sins, in his own Blood. | 
And, ſays Biſhop Blackal, ** It ſufficiently ap- 
* pears, that by Faith St. Paul means ſomethin 
„more than a bare Belief of the Goſpel Truths, 
“ when he makes it the ſole Condition of Juſtifi- 
e cation; and that by Works he does not mean 
«© Works of Evangelical Obedience, when he ex- 
“ cludes them from being neceſſary in order to it: 
So that St. Paul, no more than St. James, does 
© exclude ſuch good Works as are natural Effects 


of a true, lively, and Chriſtian Faith, from being 


* neceſſary with Faith, to our full and final Juſ- 


< tification at the laſt Day. Again St. Paul means 


the ſame Thing by Faith as St. James does 
5 ſuch a Faith as approves itſelf by a ready Obe- 
„ dience, as Abraham's did; and the Works which 
he rejects as uſeleſs and unneceſſary, are either 
„ mere ritual Obſervances, or elſe ſuch Works as 
do not proceed from a good and virtuous Prin- 
* ciple, He oppoſes his juſtifying ſaving Faith, 
not to Evangelical Obedience; but either to un- 
„ ſinning Obedience, by which none can be juſti- 
$* fied, becauſe all are Sinners; or to an Opinion 


* Laſt Sermon on Regeneration. 
RA F 2 of 
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© of Merit, which there can never be any Ground 
for; or to the Rites and Ceremonies of Moſes's 
c Law, which Law he ſhews was not then ob- 
ce liging, and ſo could not be the Condition of 
* Juſtification, — The Deſign of our Saviour's 


* coming into the World, was to make Men hol 
= 


* 


A 


* dency to affect this Deſign; and his whole Goſ- 
„ pel is in a Manner made of Precepts, Exhorta- 
<« tions, and Encouragements to Godlineſs and 
5+ Virtue, and of ſevere Threatnings againſt Sin. 
«© This is manifeſtly the Scope and Deſign of the 


. 


<« lieve and aſſert the indiſpenſible Neceſſity of a 


holy Life, together with an Orthodox Belief ; 

rather than to ground upon them alone, the Doc- 
<« trine of Juſtification by Faith only, which if true, 
« would plainly evacuate all the Reſt of the Bi- 


« ble, and perfectly thwart and contradict the 
<« whole Deſign of the Goſpel.” 

Aoreeably hereto writes Dr. Wells: * There 
© are ſome (ſays he) who being miſled by one and 
«© the ſame Error, aſcribe too much to Faith, 


and too little to good Works. They aſſert that - 


« Faith is the only Inſtrument of Juſtificattion, 
and altogether exclude good Works from hav- 
sing any thing to do in the Buſineſs of Juſtifica- 
tion. But this is contrary to the moſt plain 
„Doctrine of holy Scripture, and of the primitive 


“ Catholic Church; ſince from both theſe it clearly 


appears, that good Works are no leſs required 


* An Help for the right underſtanding of the Divine 
Law, Oc. P. 181. , dts | 


Se 


all that he did, taught, and ſuffered, had «Toth 


whole Bible. And therefore though ſome few 
«© Paſſages in St. Paul's Writings ſhould in their 
e moſt obvious Meaning, ſeem to imply the con- 
e trary; it would be however unreaſonable to be- 


TI] 1 
r to Juſtification than Faith, they aſcribing the 
© {ame to good Works as to F aith, in the Matter 
of Juſtification. The Proofs in Scripture are 
ce innumerable; but I ſhall only mention one or 
% two. He that has my Commandments (ſays our 
% Saviour) and keeps them, he it is that loves me; 
* and he that loves me, ſhall be loved of my Father ; 
that is, the keeping of Chriſt's Commandments 


© will juſtify Men before God: And St, James 


« ſays, Vas not Abraham our Father juſtified by 
% Works ; --=- Faith wrought with his Works, and 
* by Works was Faith perfected.— Ye ſee then, how 
e that by Works a Man is juſtified, and not by Faith 
* only, And even St. Pau! expreſly aſſerts the 


«© Neceſflity of good Works to Juſtification. Says 


«© he, Circumciſion is nothing, and Uncircumciſion 


nothing; but the keeping the Commandments of 


* God. Not the Hearers of the Law are juſt before 


Cod, but the Doers of the Law ſhall be juſtified. 
„ What Words could St. Paul have uſed to ex- 


& preſs more plainly the Neceſſity of good Works 


sto Juſtification. 


* That the primitive Fathers of the Chriſtian 
Church, who lived either with the Apoſtles, or 
ce in the three or four Ages after them, taught the 


LNeceſſity of good Works to Juſtification. And 


& that the ſame Doctrine is taught by the Confeſ- 
5 ſions of the firſt and chiefeſt Proteſtant Churches, 
& as thoſe of Augsburg, Wirtemberg, and Straſ- 


© burgh, the Reader may ſee at large in Biſhop 


* Bull's Apology, Sect. 4. and 6. and the Anno- 
e tations thereto by Dr. Grabe“; which ſhews 
< that this was the Sentiment allo of thoſe two 
<& learned Divine. 5 
„Our Church alſo teaches the ſame Doctrine, as 
F© may be ſeen in ſeveral of her Collects, and _ 

ih | ID 4e Parts 
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& Parts of her Liturgy ; ſhe inculcates that the 
de keeping the Commandments, or an holy Life, is 
& neceflarily required, in order to obtain eternal 
„ Life, Thus in her Collects; [O God, grant 
e us ſuch a Meaſure of thy Grace, that we running 
& the Way of thy Commandments, may obtain 

& thy gracious Promiſes, and be made Partakers 
« of thy heavenly Treaſure; grant that we may 
“ ſo faithfully ſerve thee in this Life, that 
« we fail not finally to attain thy heavenly Pro- 
„% miſes. Stir up, we beſeech thee, O Lord, the 
Wills of thy faithful People, that they plente- 
«© ouſly bringing forth the Fruits of good Works, may 
« of thee be plenteouſly rewarded.) The Reader 
will find much to the ſame Purpoſe in the Form 
of Communication on Aſb-Medneſday, and the 
„ ſecond Part of the Homily concerning Salva- 
«© tion, And *tis a groſs Miſtake to imagine, that 
© our Church in her thirteenth Article, intends to 
« aſſert, that all Works done before Fuſtification, 
<< are not pleaſing to God, For many Works not 
% only may, but muſt be done with, or by the 
„Grace of Chriſt before Juſtification, in order to 
& fit and qualify us for Juſtification ; ſuch as Faith, 
„ Repentance, Charity, Sc. and which none will 
« fay are not pleaſing to God. — But the true Aſ- 
„ ſertion of our Church is this, that Works done 
«© not only before Juſtification, but alſo before (and 
& ſo without) the Grace of Cbhriſt, are not pleaſing 
to God; which makes nothing againſt the Ne- 
<« ceflity of good Works to Juſtification, both 
© before-bhand, in order to obtain Juſtification, 
„ and afterwards, to preſerve and continue it; 
& becauſe ſuch Works as are dene *ithout the 
& Grace of Chriſt, are not, nor can be good Works, 
„So that our Church in her ſeveral Articles con- 
| % cerning 
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& cerning 7uſtification, and in her other public 
« Writings, doth teach and maintain the Neceſſity 


& of good Works, to Juſtification, and does no + 
cc where countenance the Doctrine of the Soliſ- 
& dians and Antinomians” ;, who believe we are 


juſtified by Faith only. 
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